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L FOEFE HEIDSTRA lst Engizeer of the M.V."Hildins® of .27, Marlborough Avenue,
"Goole, being duly sworn deposes as follows:e namely,” . ’ :

N The vessel gailed from Fleetwood and passed the Iume Buoy at about 10 a.m.

. on the 25th November 1953 afier having taken 5&% tons of bunkers at Heysham

- making a total on board of 58 tons. There was also 18 tons of feed water, 9 tons
of domestic water and about 800 gals. of lubricating oil. The vessel proceeded
© to the West coast of Scotland and was fishing. During this #ime deponent had to
do repairs to the lubricating oil purp on the winch engine due to a joint being
blown and broken awsy. This repair took zbout five hourg, The winch engine

1. generator unlt was in use before the repair and again after the repair snd in
deponent’s opinion was in perfect working order.

A% 6,30 a.m. on lst December, 1953 deponent came on watch and took over
from the 2nd Bngineer who had nothing exceptional to report. At 6.45 s.m. the
trawl was shot and at 7.00 a.m. deponent recelved instructions from the bridge
to turn 165 revs. which is the nommal trawling speed. A% 8,00 a.m. the bosun
cameé smd stood in the top of the engine room and shouted that power was required
for the wincheigine. Deponent started the winch ergine and at about 8.08 a.m.
~  ‘the vesgel started to list heavily 4o starboard wtil at 8.10. a.m. the list was
U about 60 degrees. This list was taken from a quick glance at an improvised
inclinator which was on the port side near the switch board near the engine
-conirels. At 8.10 a.m. the lubricaiting oil failure trip gear started to work om
the winch engine and put the winch engine into stop position. AL approximately
:" 8413+ @.mo the engine room telegraph rapg fo stop. About 8.15 or 8,16 s.m. the
i telegraph was rung % ahead and the list had increased +o 70 degrees. A% sbout
©7 0 8.17 or 8.18 a.m. telegreph reng %o stop and the list 2% this time wes about 50
' degrees and the water was gushing through the starboard engine room ventilator,
boiler funnel, starboard and centre skylights very heavily. Due %o giving
attention to the main engines depoment was unsble %o stars the bilge pump and he
-states that at this time the crenkcase doors wers almost horizontal so that he
“hail considersble difficulfy in reaching the telegraph. At approximately 8.20 a.m.
' the emgine room telegraph was rung to 'full ahead! which meant trawling speed but
“fthe engine was developing more speed. At 8.40 a.m. deponent; rang the telegraph
' #nd the telegraph was answered back %o stop. The buzzer in the engine rcom was
| somnded with ome continucus blast which deponent assumed to be the abandon signal.
-He and the greaser,Bond, left the engine room through the port skylight snd landed
‘on port deckhouse casing. When deponent lefi the engine room the starboard side
“'whick was now viriuelly the botiom was completely full of waier.

. Deponent left the ship on the Carley Float with the other members of the
‘crew snd was taken from it in an wmcenscious comdition.

Deponent estimates that bunkers and water on board at the time of the
. casualty is as follows:w :

Port Gross Bunker 1z to 14 tops
P Centre " ® 19 to 21 toms
Lo ' Starboard LI S tons.
Peed Water No. 2 D.B. port 7 tons
R n " . % starboard & tons
[ Clean lub. oil,port tank 520 galioms
\ S Dirty Iaib. 0il starbeard 250 gallons
tank
- Domestic water starboard LO0 gallons
Domestic water pord 1500 gallons

| ' The above statements are correct and hrue to the best of deporent's
i knowledge and belisf, and they have been read over to the deponent before he
signed, : ‘ _

1|
1

\ | The engine room clock was synchronised with the bridge at noon 0th
|\ Hovember,1953, and was gaining shout 22 minutes in tl;e'le heurs and the times

[‘ giver are according %o the engine voom clock.

o (Sga)/Fu HEIDSTRA.
Sworn before me this 8th day of }?@cemb&r, 1983 . :
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Further to report previously made by FOPPA HEIDSTRA, he now
gtates, after being duly sworn,that the condition of the varicus
compariments in the ship at the time of the accident were as
followg:~

Fore peak - dry, Chain locker space - dry, Dry D.B. tank - dry,
Fighroom bilge or slush well had been pumped out twice per watch
and was reasonably dry, Cofferdam amidships about 6% water, Engine
room bilge about 4 water. Thrust recess bilge - dry, Aft peak fank
dry and steering gear comparitment dry.

Deponent states tnat he is quite certain that the Bosun
entered the Engine room by the forward door in engine room casing
and shouted and signalled by his amms that power was reguired foxr
the winch at about £.00 a.m.

Depenent also states that he is certazin that no main engine
movements were given by telegraph oroother mesns mtil the ship
had taken a list of approximately 607 at about 5.10 z.m.

Sworn by me this 6th day of January, 1954

{Sgd) P. HEIDSTRA.

before (sgd} George D, Whitelaw
Senior Shin Surveyor.
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"r'sa&y mre;oa;: FOTy 1o & _m:msr

“and deponent afier comgletmﬁ rhies furnedfin
De‘bween 6200 and ?-—OO 2.m, . Then she’ hau}.e il depanen’fs e
with the Mate and Gl L' fi’ayes ‘to "put.the fish ‘away. - Wnilst dogh
deponent heard the warp pul'? put and the Mat 73 @ro.ered ﬂepon’ HE “d-Hayea
~up on deck, which they did and. dep:menﬁ went At to “the mesd room EfEEr
the hatch and Dulimg over the '&;arpeml_m and SLeasel;;r putt:mg ':Lm we&ge ¥

., sbates thet he is -abselutely c:erta:.n That the other hatehss jon ded
battensd down, He is of the opinienm “tha'{: the hateh w&er Fhelwk iz
wood covers im. poszth& aﬁq a tamaulnn pullea cver &%, ,.De £ knew Shat he
wou.l&. ‘be -called again very thrtly =1 “bhsugh‘t ‘he. would get.a qatr.c; ‘ 1»& o

i:ne vesaw cmmenceﬁ jto 11@%"&@ *si;ar'bmm&. .

Z‘he 11% Wag

inie - e 3 -w& somemla Shcmtmg
‘ baxrhp s gore" so :ﬁemnemufwen't Porward; o ell
ihe Sk:s.@wr izt : —aeekhan& DELL was ot #he wheelhouse door.  Nell’ openéd . the Goor

7 ci"c&slleﬁ m *'ho ’(:he Sipper depcmenu meither heard the. Sklppar Teply nor. Saw .

Hng Depﬁnerft theén went 89t to ‘He boat and with the assistance o
+ne,r m&mbnrs of the orew released the boat. "’h:.s was’ done by cuti::mg

‘the gri ue ".s_emyar&a, 95 the bost freed’ 1t turned ever the' seds caught. it and.

Causqc’ﬁ. seme. demagd, . ﬁv thig time ths starboard side of “the. bost deck was und
“ter, “the mzzeﬂ ‘beom was, down and im 41§ érutche The .L:Lfebeat floated away
nd- aep@nem' then. declcied o dive into the sea as seas wére beglmalng to wash

“Gowm. the *“mrmel ' Bometime, later he caught hold of .a povnd-board and - Makmg

Jpack ‘b0 the” sTup Baw bh.& the ship was on her beam ends ‘and head. i;@ ‘th,’ £

‘,Eemne*zt 3&3"583 uha"b e is cul’ce cer‘ba_n that. when‘ he went cverj‘

.yessel .JF&S ‘approximately broadside on to the seas o *Ve:rgr shortly afterwards “&’

1 vesael sénk stern first the bow coming out of thé wa‘ter. ‘

"deponent: saw blm 1ifeboat fairly close to:and swam-te ; .

- on"t0_ the keel: A8 khe boat was u*oturned, .wHe conld ses that the plaﬁldng "had
uffered aamage which was posss 'b'%y dong” 3:31 '{:he 1auzmhmg.- ??’h:}_lst on the life
.emnen‘b CEW B "ﬂad tin of flares i“loa*&mg awey . From the boat: s’ "dived in andh

recovered thém.  He' maeqea The tin gnd toek out oné of the flarsés - and ; comriehe

& ,'te ighk it but the sez Liroke overmand i became wet. and’ useless. ;

v éec:zde& ey }reen %}:@ flares and’ p@sﬁ .ly m.se them later. Eventuahly é,ep@raen :
was z;lfzicec'i up by the” Telia. ,]-:%ﬁ a‘b@ve : ’i"a“tera&nts az'e correct and tma 'ho theg
‘beist BT Heponent's knowledge and i
demnent hefere he 51gneé‘.. :

¢ ‘
-In the meﬁnimea Wnile standing in tbe :ness room and, baf@re he star"he& eatmg
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- (Sgd. ) W, Pritchard
N. Surveyor,

Bad. } Gecrge D. Whitelaw o
(g ) Sen.;g Ship Surveyor (3gd.)

COFY

I ERNEST SUMNER, 3rd Hand of the M.V. Hildina holder of Skipper's Certificate
No.20553 of 7, Mersey Road, Fleetwood having been duly sworn deposes as follows).
namely, -

That the vessel sailed from Fleetwood on 25th November, 1953 and passed the
Lune Buoy at 9-55 a,m, G.M.T. after having taken bunkers at Heysham and proceeded
tefuldaff Bay and lay whilst fixing the gear. The vessel left at about mid-day
on the 26th November and proceeded to a position to the N.N.W, of Tory Island,
the exact position is not known. About 10-30 p.m. on the 26th November the trawl
was shot and about three hauls were made. About this time the machinery below
was faulty and it was found that the repairs would take some time so the Skipper
decided to proceed north while the repairs were being effected., Deponent undersiands
that the faulty machine effected the working of the wineh, During the 28th November
two hauls were made the vessel proceeding E,N.E, along the 140 fathom line. On the
29th November two or three hauls were made, On the 30th November the vessel lay and
dodged for the whole 24 hours dus to bad weather; deponent is now uncertain as to
direction of wind but it was of gale force with & rough sea and heavy swell, At
1-30 a.m. on 1st December, 1953 deponent and all hands were called and the trawl was

shot at about 3 a.m. ter hauling at about 6-30 a.m, the vessel laid ang the pennaris

were changed and the trawl was shot again, After cleaning awey the Pish deponent
went af't along the port side end into the drying room but had barely arrived there
when he heard the telegraph ring and the enginerocom buzzer go. He therefore put on
his oilskins and went on deck via the port door as he knew that something must be
wrong. F, Dell, deckhand left the drying room at the same time and deponent is of
the opinion that he went out of the starboard door, Deponient went to the winch on
the fore deck and ran the winech and put in’ the cluteh of the port drum for the
forward warp. At this time the main engines were stopped and to depoment it appeared
there was no way on the ship. Deponent heard the Skipper call to the deckhend aft
F. Dell to 'Knock out'. Deponent started to heave on the forward warp and the
Skipper called te him not to heave too much as the after warp had pulled & lot out.
Deponent then shipped the cluteh controlling the drum of the after warp. He hove

in on both warps until 25 fathoms ha2d been taken in on each. Deponent does not

know how the after warp was leading but the forward warp was leading sbout 40
degrees abaft of beam, Just at this moment a vig sea came on board and the vessel
heeled over to starboard and the Skipper called out to reverse the winch., Deponent
put the wheel to stop and reverse but it failed to function he then called out to
the bridge "It will not reverse"™. The Skipper then called out to unship clutches
and let the warps run, The mate appeared at this time and took charge of the

winch. The mate aitempted to reach the starboard alutehlever but was unable to do
so owing te the depth of water on the deck. At this time the vessel had a very
heavy list te starboard, the weather rail was under the water which reached up to
the hatches on the foredeck, Deponent remarked to the mate that it is about time

we chopped and the mate called up twice to the Skipper asking whether the warp should
be chopped but received no reply., The mate and the deponent decided to get axes
from forward to chop the gear but the vessel had listed ever to such an alarming
angle that they could not get forward snd instead made their way on to the casing to
the Carley Float. Deckhand Hayes was taking off the lashings when deponent arrived
and then acting under the mate's orders the Carley Float was launched. By this time
the seas were washing down into the funnel, Just prior to leaving the ship deponent
saw the ship's boat floating to windward bottom up. The mate had mustered members
of the crew on the port side and eleven all %o0ld clung on to the raft when it was

" launched., Two other members of the crew were seen on the boatdeck but they were not

emongst those at the Carley Float. The float turned over shortly after it wes
launched and deckband Dell lost his hold znd floated away. Shortly afterwsrds the
Velia errived and took deponent and other survivors on board,

Deponent wishes to express his appreciation for the very kind treatment he
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received from the crew of the Velia and the Shipwrecked Mariners Seciety at Stornaway,

The above statements are correct and true to the best of deponent's knowledge and
belief and they have been read over to the deponent before he gigned,

Sworn before me this 7th day of December, 1953,
(8gd.) E. Sumner

Sworn at Fleetwood -

Officer of Customs & Excise
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-Dep‘mqen

rinhich they

. The above statements
¢ knowledge and belief and

Sworn before me thig

‘

P e

T .

erward

v
nege e
abort thig

siehs.  Efforts
unsugcessful.

-

oidd 1dke. to ‘ez‘:pre‘sé. his apprecimtion of the. very kind manﬁer_'
werg treated on board the Velis, - . . '

are correct and true to the best of deponentts

they have been read over to the deponent before he

l

(Sgd) J. MORaW,
7th day of December, 1953.

l.0‘-".0‘!{?5?‘}"!..’?.-;..0.'Dlll‘!l..-.

foglcer of Customs am.i. Bxoise

LEREE R T LA A NN R TR S E R ErBr gannsy

Fleetwood

.ltv.l‘l'..‘l'l.!lﬁ‘.I.l".'.h..lbll‘....‘

(Sgd) Beorge D. Whitelaw
Sen. Ship Surveyor,

(Sgd) W. Pritchard.
N. Surv.

were madé to

- Shortly aftervards the .
: this ¥ime, Géponent | saw deckhand Dell floating .
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HAYES deeknand of the M.V. Hildina of
rey-Whitefield, Manchester being duly sworn,

,ﬁ‘éh@I%tﬂﬁ@eéﬁbétggl§5Sfat 6.50 z.m. deponent was called

‘was; down An,; TheiPiEh roon with the mate and deckhand Atkinson
putiing ‘away «Pishs' Whilst down there deponent heerd the trawl
~pull .out: and the mate sept them tp on deck, the hatch was covered

baﬁteﬁ%;'“Deponéntﬁﬁheﬁ}Wemt_aft and on passing the bridge heard
‘wsdmephegcall‘tg:“kno?k{buﬁ”a He then went along the vort side
of thedeck and into.the accommodation, . Ee was stahding in the
‘athwart-ship alleyway when Gardner remarked about “the heavy seas
‘.'uﬁomingfontbmthe[starbbara gide of the deck. Deponent went over
~,£%p-thevsﬁarﬁbardwalleyway_and looked through the port and saw. the
- .8eck full of water. -The ship was listed over o some extent but
,onet alarmingly so. Within two or three minutes the deponent -
saw the starboard Goor fly open and the séas poured into the .
‘alleyway. He immediately went to the door and trieg to shut it
at the same time calling out for asslistance. Wnilst making ithe
' atiempt the rush of water swept ‘deponent inte the galiey. . He’
' :returned to the door making a further attempt to close it but was
o swept back almost down the accommodation hatch. On the third
attempt deponent almost got the door closed but it was torn from
his.grasp and he was again swept-into the galley. During thése .
"attemptis he repesatedly called for assistance tut nobody came.
- Deponent was apprehensive of Deing ‘trapped in the galley as the
starboard alleyway then had & considerable amount of water /im it
and the galley was beginning to fill up. Deponent'went into the
‘starboard alleyway passed the starboard door but with the - .«
 intention of making a furthér attempt to close it but the water.
Tlowing in swept him round into the athwartship elleyway. . He"
then saw deckhand Wilson at the port door and deponent called:
to him to lend a hand in attempting to shut the starboard door

Deponent and Wilson tried %o get into the starboard alleyway tut
there was toc much water and they had 1o give up. The list at:
- thig time wee very heavy so thet it was as easy to walk on the @
i casfing'side 28 on ithe deck when deponent went forward to the -

‘Float had gone,but depanentfserambled up onto the wheelhouss: top
and found it there. He began to release it but net finding Hig
‘own knif'e called to someone to lend. him one but later found his
., 0wn and began to cut the flpat adrift. The Mate and bosun mow
Carrived and gave a hand and eventyally it was launched on te:!.
w- the port-side of the ship which was not almost horizontsl.. .14
- was about this-time that the lights on the ship Tailed so ithey
pushed the Carley Float inte the vater and hung onto it. 'Shorily
afterwards deponent saw the vessel sink. He was eventually ..

rescued.by the Velia.

. Dépomént. wishes %0:étate that in his opinion a Carley Float
'w“shou&d”bafsguippedzwitﬁ@a‘sa@ety net. I

,»r

h'fs‘Qﬁfﬁédﬁéﬂiiﬁé“éfﬁérfﬁépcﬁeﬁﬁ'left‘thefship & member offtéé.
prev remariced that ‘the fishroom hatch had gone in. &y

3

‘THe above” statements ate correct snd true 1o thd best of

nén s knowledge arid beélief 4nd they have been resd over-t
vE el o .:.d.c' .J;.:' e, "‘:_:f ) T o . :

in.the trgwl end after the fish was taken on board deponent

:verandah. At this time deponent hesrd someone say that‘the;cafley

with bhatch: boards-and tarpaulin and wedges were put in without the
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: M:lst ingJ”
ﬂne %D, theﬁt :

1 , ] , e englnes stop.
Tetor: g el put on hls Qllsklns 24 wnilgt doing
g out® aft. Deponent %hen*went and- §tood
'rocara alleywav and leoked’ whrongh ‘the port.
hat the starboard’ daor and the . engineroon.
Déponent ‘remarked -to desekhend Hayes that the
. : ofwater. Whilst stending in-the alleyway
d . the sfter wérp. coming:-in.’ He then left and went out
& ﬁat this time the vessel was listed Dut not %o any
He Wwent forward B0’ the winch’ aad ‘2t this time was
,f+hat the main englnes were g01ng ahead,. Gn coming
. =3 maue about reverszng the winch but the - mate”rewlle
11°'féveérse .and the ‘brakes were wide. opén ‘and he could
c¢lies .00t and the winch. was. broken, Deponent returned
ide ahd by rpow thEMvessel hagd listed consgiderably.
- door he heard: ﬁeckhand Hayes «call ont "Give me
: The .port doer’ was latehed" oven - -ang, Hayes was
ha starbparﬂ ‘door. CJUEL A ‘déponent was. about ta. ~Step
camea ute and watsr. Was ‘swilling up and down the . al eywayu
g mad ‘remarks tQ tnefﬁﬁfeot “fhat - the siarbodrd doorn

; ’éﬁed'ﬁhe3ybrm:ﬁoorf@nﬁﬁcalled

4 th.‘&aar 1n an&'she was falltup.aft. +Deponent:

LAY ' ineh but with grent. dlfflculuy

A ‘”aery Eavy- TLst ol arbOQré,ﬁ On arriving - there

‘ihe bosﬂn shaut lgwe we' to chon skipper™ but digd ngt hear any
' ' e o ibteEn’ the. axe from- nls Ferth deponent

. kY ‘she wag full up: -aft. ‘Sbmeone remarked
‘here waa an axe- )i ﬁeckwand,aecﬁhand Deil’ salﬁ “that. it wes under

: ¢ A this timé: the'. siarboard rall Was unuer water

*rcund The’ hatches.

finur ﬁembers of
LB that ‘she was gol
’ S_‘ﬁsponen wlﬁhiothers WEﬁt on

-ana éauld see. ihevwa T going.
ginni 3to din,b;J”r ,_' gteér

ey} 230U ases|q
sunfg

dmm})‘ﬁba
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: %, some- tine’ after 1eav1ng the qﬁiﬁ‘
tHe- we'ler: or on Yoard the Velia, the mat

ne f sh pder hatch boaras had COme off
Lo the . fjshrooma,

N . Quld 1156 to eznress ‘his apnwec1at10n of the
‘f;;nd treatment on boarﬁ uhe Velia.

in his opinion the Géﬁiﬁy

4% should bé equipped with paddles.as. on this ocoasion they
‘mlght havc reached the small boat if they had had then.

The above nauements ars corrett and true to the best of
deponen% 5 knowledge angd belief angd tney have been read over ta'
deponent before he. 31gnea. ;

¥8W0rn by me this 8th day of December, 1953.

(Sgd} J.A.GARDNER.

Sworn at Fleetwood.

{sga)

O0fficer of Customs and Exeisgl i

(Sgd\ George D. Whitelaw
Sens Sth Surveyor.

(sgd) We. Pritchard
Noe Burv.
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